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1099-R/Tax Information

• Gross distribution in Box 1 is the total benefit amount you 
received during the last calendar year.

• Taxable amount in Box 2A is the benefit amount subject to 
federal income tax.



1099-R/Tax Information

• Federal income tax withheld in Box 4 is the amount of federal 
withholding deducted based on your W4-P on file with SERS or 
is based on mandatory withholding for lump sum distributions.



1099-R/Tax Information

• Employee contributions in Box 5 is the amount of your benefit 
that was nontaxable during the calendar year.

• SERS uses Box 5 for contributions only.

• Insurance premiums paid are not reported on box 5. Insurance 
premiums paid are reported on your annual statement.



1099-R/Tax Information

• Distributions codes in Box 7 is the IRS code relating to the type 
of benefit being paid; pension, disability, etc.

• SERS does not send 1099Rs with incorrect coding. Those under 
59 ½ will have a distribution code of 2, meaning you should 
not be charged the 10% excise tax because of an exemption. 
Once you reach age 60 the distribution code will read 7.



1099-R/Tax Information

• State tax withheld in Box 14 is the total amount of Illinois state 
income tax withheld by request only.

• Additional funds can be withheld by submitting the Illinois 
State Income Tax Withholding (Form 3965).



1099-R/Tax Information

• If you are receiving multiple benefits from SERS, you 
will receive a 1099-R Form for each benefit received 
throughout that tax year. 

For example: members receiving a survivor benefit and a 
retirement benefit.



1099-R/Tax Information

• If you don’t receive your 1099-R Form by February 
15th, contact SERS for a copy. Duplicate 1099R Forms 
will only be mailed to the current address SERS has on 
file for you. 

• 1099-R forms are sent by the Illinois Comptroller’s 
Office by January 31st of each year.
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